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UM ROTC BATTALION PARTICIPATES IN ‘DEATH MARCH’
MISSOULA—
ROTC students in The University o f M ontana Grizzly Battalion perform ed well during 
the grueling Bataan M emorial Death M arch, held last month at W hite Sands M issile Range in 
New M exico.
The com petitive m arch is a 26-mile desert trek across hilly terrain, sandy trails and dry 
gullies, and includes a 1,200-foot accent. As the country’s largest mem orial m arch, the race 
recognizes the sacrifices of the U .S. and Filipino service m em bers who were forced to walk 65 
miles under terrible conditions by the Japanese during W orld W ar II -  an event that became 
known as the Bataan Death M arch.
The Grizzly Battalion came in fourth out o f 15 universities that participated in the 
"ROTC Heavy Team" division. Carrying 35-pound rucksacks, the UM  squad finished the 
course in 7 hours and 56 m inutes.
"The team incurred some sore feet and one bum  knee," said Col. Jim  Clegg, chair of 
U M ’s m ilitary science departm ent, "but I can assure you we are looking forw ard to (Bataan 
M emorial Death M arch) 2003."
The Griz finished behind the University o f California, Davis; San Diego State; and 
Arizona State, but UM beat out the host institution, New M exico State, as well as W est Point
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and several Big 10 and Big 12 schools.
Two UM cadets competed as individuals. Senior Ryan Perusich finished 48th out of 
173 com petitors. Senior Julie Stock was 46th out o f 64 competitors after deciding to try the 
event on a last-minute whim.
Clegg said the fact that Perusich even finished the event was rem arkable, since the 
cadet suffered a broken neck at airborne school last September, requiring him to wear a halo 
for nearly three m onths.
"As a result, we were concerned about him even participating in the light category," 
Clegg said. "However, he carried a 35-pound backpack over the entire 26-mile course and 
finished with our team. It was truly a courageous perform ance."
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